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Titan Loss
May Force
Early Use
Of Shuttle

Speculation centers on
need for spy satellite.

g' By WILLIAM J. BROAD

Special to The New York Times

ANDENBERG AIR FORCE
BASE, Calif., April 21 — The
crisis in the nation’s ability to
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\ir Force officials say the $2.8 billion
complex is ready to launch a shuttle,
even though minor construction remains

brushy, windswept mountainside high
above the Pacific Ocean.

Under Comstruction Siace '

Quietly under construction since 1979,
this Western shuttle site might be called
into service because of the explosion here
last Friday of a Titan rocket carrying a
secret military payload, which was
widely believed to be a KH-11 photo
reconnaissance satellite. Experts say the
spy satellite was to join an aging KH-11
currently in orbit, the nation’s last in

space.

*‘As long as that’s operating, there’s no
compelling reason for a V.
shuttle launch,’” said Jeffrey Richeison, a
military expert at American University
in Washington, D.C. “‘If it went out, how-
ever, that would certainly be an emer-
gency situation.”

Dr. Richelson said the payload de-
stroyed last Friday was apparently the
nation’s last KH-11, another KH-11 hav-
ing been lost in a fiery launching accident
in August. The only other advanced spy
satellite ready to be launched, he added,
is the KH-12, which is believed to be too
big for a rocket and must be boosted by
the space shuttle.

The launching pads along the Califor-
nia coastline here are meant to boost
shuttles and satellites into polar orbits,
from which they can view the majority of
the earth’s surface. In contrast, the Ken-
nedy Space Center in Florida puts objects
into more limited equatorial orbits.

American spy satellites in polar orbits
are crucial for keeping an eye on global

NEW YORK TIMES
22 April 1986

“*‘hot spots,”’ for monitoring the Soviet
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for a launch from V.
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boosters are abandoned, NASA and
Air Force officials are discussing
back-up plans in which steel boosters
would be used for a Vandenberg
launch, a situation that would also
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Aerospace experts outside the Gov-
ernment say that an
launching here would y be
unlikely, given all the . “On
the other hand,” said Mr. Pike, “if for
some reason the orbiting KH-11 goes
sour, or the net"w'yshtmlo u’:hednle
starts to slip, might just go
ahead and launch from Vandenberg.”

Mr. Richelson of American Univer-
sity noted that the KH-12 has allures
of its own for experts in military
reconnaissance.

“It’s bigger, and it will have more
fuel and maneuvering capability than
the KH-11, and it will be able to do
night photognphy * he said. He
added that the KH-12 is meant not
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only to be launched by the space shut-
tle but also refueled and serviced by

The whole idea is
longer Tifetime Tn space t cur-
rent generation of spy satellites he
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